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Backpackers in the Consumer Society
— — The History and Present Situation of Japanese Backpackers ——

Hiroshi Sudo

This paper aims to illustrate the history and present situation of Japanese backpacker tourism. Their
presence in the late 1960s was meant as a criticism of modern mass tourism from which people could not
get truely fulfilling experiences. Japanese backpackers’ ideas and the ways of traveling, which were
oriented toward autonomous practices independent of commercial services, were gradually taken into the
consumer society. The Japanese backpacker tourism status quo is a hybrid of consumer patterns in post-
modern consumer society and the autonomous practices of counter-culture from the late 1960s. The back-
packers are now aiming to gain existential experiences from the various services of capitalistic companies.
Their practices have been coopted by the marketplace and have now fallen into a paradoxical situation.
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