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Learning effect of simulation education in nursing clinical practicum

~ Analysis from learning reports of students with clinical practice experience ~

Midori Mitarai Naomi Ichiki Hiroyuki Kusunoki

Abstract
In basic nursing education, clinical practicum is an extremely important process to cultivate practical nursing
competence.
Moreover, there is a growing need of simulation education to offer students skills that cannot be acquired in clinical
practicum and to strengthen their practical nursing competence.
Thus, the purpose of this study was to examine the learning of the fourth-year students in the Faculty of Nursing who
had nursing clinical practicum with simulation education as an alternative to clinical practicum, and to clarify the
effects and problems.
The participants were 13 of 15 students who took classes with simulation education in gerontological nursing and
consented to participation in this study.
In the analysis phase, the data gained from students’ learning reports was divided into sections by semantic content
and analyzed. After the content analysis, we discussed to check the integrity.
The outline of simulation education for gerontological nursing practice is the introduction of a partnership system in
which two to three students are responsible for one patient.
A teacher played the role of patients and was set to be in the hospital and nursing home.
Moreover, a nurse and a physiotherapist were staffed from their clinical sites to instruct students.
The flow of the practicum included information gathering, development of the nursing process, recreation planning,
and discharge support.
As a result, using simulated patients and devising teaching materials based on students’ readiness and needs offer a
higher level of reality.
Conferences with different healthcare workers and direct guidance from the professionals helped students improve
their attention and motivation to learn nursing.
It was effective that students became able to notice their tendency and attitude to nursing through the experience of
the partnership system and the post-practicum debriefing.

This practicum had the same learning effect as clinical practicum.





