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Allegory and contraction in C. S. Lewis:

The Influence of Romanticism and Christian Reinterpretation

BEAR Al

Kazuko HIROKI

Summary

This paper analyses C. S. Lewis's allegory. While this rhetoric of his succeeds in conveying
his message in an intelligible manner, on the other hand, the over-simplified allegorical message
also devalues his work as literature. By considering the influence of Romanticism on Lewis, this
article examines the literary meaning of 'contraction' or 'simplification’, a characteristic of his
allegory. The common literary mission of 19th-century English Romanticism was 'to give to
everyday things the magic of novelty, and to awaken the spirit from the paralysis of habit'. This
meant, in other words, to make a world that had become familiar through the power of poetry, and
to restore an original sense of wonder and awe at 'life'. Lewis uses this Romantic effect of
defamilialization to explain the miracles of Christ. In other words, this real world is essentially a
'great miracle', but it is so 'natural' that people are unaware of its wonder. The miracles of Christ are
'little wonders', which present this world of miracles to people in a way that is easy to understand
by condensing and simplifying the 'great miracle'. This explanation of Lewis's account of Christ's
miracles is, in fact, also an explanation of his method of allegory. In other words, allegorical
simplification is also a 'defamiliarlization' of the great miracle. In this way, the paper will analyze
Lewis's allegory from the influence of Romanticism, but at the same time, it will also focus on
Lewis's theory of original sin and analyze his anti-romanticism and pessimism.
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We are faced then, with a frightening alternative. This man we are
talking about either was (and is) just what He said or else a lunatic,
or something worse. . . ., however strange or terrifying or unlikely
it may seem, | have to accept the view that He was and is God. God
has landed on this enemy-occupied world in human form.

(Mere Christianity, 22)
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Let us return to our classification and firstly to Miracles of
Fertility. The earliest of these was conversation of water into
wine at the wedding Feast in Cana. This miracle proclaims
that the God of all wine is present. The vine is one of the
blessings sent by Jahweh: . . . The miracle consists in the
short cut; but the event to which it leads is the usual one.

(Miracles, 221)
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“I have come home at last! This is my real country! I belong here.
This is the land I have been looking for all my life, though I never
knew it till now. The reason why we lived the old Narnia is that it

Sometimes looked a little like this. Bree-hee-hee! “(The Last, 213)
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“I am,” said Aslan. “But there I have another name. Yu must
learn to know me by that name. This was the very reason why
you were brought.to Narnia, that by knowing me here for a little,

you may know me better there.” (270)
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FUZHD AL EFZEZ T %, Thlly OPRTRD X5 IZHYT 52—

Experiment finds out what regularly happens in Nature: the norm
or rule to which she works. Those who believe in miracles are not
denying that there is such a norm or rule they are only saying that
it can be suspended.. . . How can the discovery of the rule tell
you whether, granted a sufficient cause, the rule can be suspended?

(Miracles, 72-3)

fl, AP 20 E)»EZ 5120E, Z OFNIC HARERNCE Z 21F 2 8HKD 123
TN EIDEIIRLENRH S LI ZLETHE, 2L T, b LLEBICHERADM
FUCHDBFEL T A TADBZOEDTFTH 5% 61X, 2O/, o6 BRI E 51
THBZEI T EEPTIcELOND, V4 ADF W TF)r =7 EHERGEYEE © T
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By T, BIERET AT VD LS TENE, TRTETFHT 21T 0HEM TS 2%
ANTHRVESbND, WEEOPGTIE R, BOEYFROEDS, £HD, TOfE
MOB TP AT VN7 7P —DEF L7 TROBAUZEZTWE k52, BHEOH
725 OWMBETH HABEDOEI ZEo 7 iH, ZOBEHITHID ENsnI ez 5T LH
H2, L. ZITEABI LR MDBX YA NRDEA S L) HBER 2 HTHBIRY
DT ) T, P ARICHRDEZ WL Z LI L AVDTH L HRRAZ TR TED T,
XD RELFMIC X B2HRFDOREDIDIT, LHrbREHBT, BlbDHI> T 5 EE
KBl 2 g 5 2 L 72,

Miracle is, from the point of view of the scientist, a form of doctoring, tampering,
(if you like) cheating. It introduces a new factor into the situation, namely
supernatural force., which the scientist had not reckoned on. . . . But if
supernatural force has been added, then the situation really is or was AB. And no
one knows better than the scientist that AB cannot yield same result as A. . . . it
would be then that we should be faced with a lawless and unsystematic universe.

(Last, 92-3)

WA ARE I kI, TGP HAOKEMGREZWE 2 boTldA . 2 OREREKRICHEBAR
DNBNAT 2D D% 61E, AYI2, APLHVEZ2EWSTELL59, 2 LTHIZ,
TLIYANGRIZD, @GRebD2BRANCHBRIE 2701, E—DFRTH S
EVWIBZICEEL2DTH B, B2, ENBRERZER 2RI, L IEOMRAE KL
7oA 23, RO IVWEDTEANRTH 2MOEATHS TRE) 2X8 77 =B LE
W T ES UARERZNMLULIELRL .,

VA ADELRBADIIMEEDRFHIC Lo wIMETH D, TN OHMICEEHL X 9
LA DZETH D, BT THRZZHH . BB, o 2R, 2BEELEASZI LT, ¥
VA DOEFHOFTRHOAREZEL Tw5, Hid, ¥VAPOARELAFUCENZEE,
AHE DI & ARDTER 2 FHALE DREEECRKE & v ) o EEOFE (N> L A7) % e
TBEEDDHZHDIIL D TH S, FIFERA, ARERE, BIE & EE, HIE L
ZELCLDE, VA AZ, BFNZF ) A PREE L BHAOBL, S SICEEFHHTH
DKEDZERBZDLDERTF VA EVIFEEZ AL ISR, YA MK
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DOMGEITHIRBUIL A 2T E > T XEN BRI Z b6 THDTH D) 2 OMRBEZEL
ErNTwo7DTH S,

VWA ADEZZDLD Y RT R L0 TRE & HBROEEN ) (The Great Divorce, 1946)
TH2, COFEMBEYEEL LT, ZONEPED STV, T, VA AEES TH
WRE) EW)FEPHEINTw S, TRELRRE, LIME2EKL Tw50h, Zoff
MIVA ZADEED T L0 TRED MY OER ) 2P 0HEICE NSHTH 2, A
DMED TIKEODH ) LI BRD» ST G AR TRKEDIETIUCE &, %5 1 KED
GMZICRIZEEL L LEEID, FEALDMELBIZZNZNOIE T, FHENCF
LILEERDTH L, WWICHBINTOIMEDA X =P E A CLEH LT
H2, FLHEARMNELDRILIELIEZ—FLOLI BLIELTREND Z ERL L, TH
Sy zblehv, VA ZAOMET 2 KE - HFE TEWELSE, BEALBEEA L v )&
T L CHRDEZ T2 5, DED, BEOMR LD REZREZ DD LA TDT
H2, Tz, REOMA? S Hiug, Hx D595 TBE, DIBEENTMENZbDE L
THZZEVITETH S, VA AE, AMDHTOE TS 2 B ) #&C, ik Xk
DREZESNZ EORENZ FET 2, oBEIEHELEOMTIER L, e BRDH,
ZHHBEEETHETORVLDD LD TAING, 2F D, HAD LD TRTIEZNH
FETHETL RV, MEDBERICEVT, Bihokh, Bcko7DT250THS,
L, B E LCHCOHN B ICEE AR IND, £, BRMYO L) B
ARINTVEHDTH, LKL T, 206 2BEEMGT 5% 6 KEAOHFI2% 5,

PRE &R OBE s T, VA ZEREEHBIC OO TSI A X =Y 2R LT
2, TREIEEEZDOLDTH S,y L, W, T, B, WA HEE, KEL, PRI
LEEICHEL TV S, REDOAD TETRTALOANEYFES, 22355 A>T,
OB SR TLRKIER 2T, A MYy 70EzIc kiU, HBNIKRIEOFFL 2%
22 ENTERVEE, FLALED, o T, ZOIRL ZZIRICH L TAhEICE %2
RZITHEIATHD, —H, VA ADEZLHFRIETT . DO X)) T, 1EEALFE
LBEWVIEENSL, ALDI EAFITHSNTVE EZATH S, KEICH 2WHEITH,
K EbEd, TRTELS, W2 6RZDDIFZD L2 B LR THIT R, oI
BZENZNKEDGHMAD S DR T WRITHKT b DI AA LB THVTWw 5,
ST, FIZE-oED XL THi2NTW 2 D%, il 5 o CHF BT Cw T, Ko
FHIFERETHC R E L TR L TH S,
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L. RERURZZ LA ZADMIZONWTDEZLZAR{EDL HES>THS,

God is basic Fact or Actuality, the source of all other fact-hood.
At all costs therefore, He must not be thought of as a featureless
generality. If he exists at all, he is the most concrete thing there is,
the most individual, ‘organized and minutely articulated’ .

(The Great Divorce, 145)

DIV RBMZRSL DL L, L T 28R 45 T, BARRMICMERIE L
72bDT, ZOFERREMICEVCTWS, £/, THELEHED B LEHATH D, BAH
THoLVEPHCEL LoD LDORFET, UHEBBEREICV 202806, B
WFHDZE TR DICRKETHEAERR TV EEZ 28TV H 5, DF D, i) 3 RDE
BIFRKETEHZOMER ZFf > Twuiw L, Fio T Ao REICEEDRVWEFT>TWw3
(Divorce, 32), T 2T, WA AR LTWE I i, KEICAEG I LDTEZHDIFH
CHEET 5 2 EDBRATH 5, REICEMHEAMEATHET 2 D80T L2RLTWS,
W SMANICHEZZT, MEE -T2 LN -FRFELRDTH DL, £/, 77 - A
SALVIHOIET AEEVHDKEL 2@ 2012, MENETIE RS, iE~NETTEZ
ZHOBZMPLEZ6NTOL I LRI NTVE, ZOBEFMONICWVS &) FE
TRINTWS,

“What needs could I have, “ she said, “ now that I have all?
I am full now, not empty. I am in love Himself, not lonely.

strong, not weak.” (Divorce, 104)

fedcd, AUBGEZERICRLEF %, ARZMGE LT /R, BETASTH 50
EEBHICVEDT, M oBE2RITILOTHS, 2L T, MADOLT, HOEEZMD b D
LA TWBDTH B,

RIZNA ZADKEBUIZE W T RKEDOMZED L) D DIZHHHPIL TV LD TH D53,
RKENGZED LI BADTL I ENTELZD»ERLLTAS, TH L= 7EERG O T
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WDy TRINTVE L), AHOBHHEEICK->T, $2b0IEMIcAD K
FEAOBEEREN, £4dHbEEF KOOE, TR TOEREIRT 2, LA ZOEKRT
ZHEE, HERSROFLIME L, KO b BETHEVEKZ D, 2L T, KDt
D EERE 2 R DR E 2 2 D TH B, EHRBHEDHBRICHEL TWBE EEZZILA A
BROINAZET 2 L ALY, DED. —uiwRNEZ LT TRIPLERETH S, VA AD
ATRERZHSOBETCERTZ250TH 2 2 L1MlirhTws, AaZINTVET
AT NALZDFN=T NEB Y Oy T icfhZ 2 A —)L X v AL iR E#ED A
i, BBRICH S IZER TR C BB MEOE 7 LR b L EBICT AT Y
DS TOBFAMZA» > TV, 22 THEIFZFIIOLN, PO WARES 137 A
7 v OB WA BHIrNTw s, TITHi2rNTWw201k, 727 ozl Tin
WL BEEETILEZLDEANZESTWE, REZERLZDOTHSE, TAT7 D
MZEAZDLDIFEDL ) BDDLELELIRINT WS (Last, 193-4), LA AT A7
WCEEZ R LA ZERL 72 b D7t 2 2@ 2 ity LA Tw 2, REZERBIL X9
ET2E, AA=YTESZ25D L, IRNTHEIKICL »RETER L, 2525 A
DEEIF, TRTODLDEZZDIREDE FICETZFEEHNELDTIEEVL, REHT
B FHEITIEMALRD 2 LA AFRD TS, LA AE, ABPKEZIZ->ED LT &
Wold, REZHEA OMR LD EOAEICHE T 2 FEEOMA LR LIZ->Z D LWE
LTWw2, BMRILD E ZAHITHET % KEZ A7 BARRITICHEA TV 2 NHIDSBEEL X 9
ETDDIEATREZ A9, 2 LT, BUWAD, BIANEETX Y A P HoMAEIC TG %
BT RUWDHF T, VA AR LD MEAGl 2z R dpEids sz, V4 AZIDT
ERBEZT, WMRILOMAEE AHORID L AL FTHEE LERILD D DIZ T
LTS LW 7L TV ANEBRICA Y 7 7 —CETHEEZW>7-0TH S, F, B
V370 & MR L 72 R 2 B2 D . w2 b LTh, ma mRILOMAZ A S 2w NG IR
IR TELRVERDTVE, VA RIABOE@ELEZ L A ChEREERbDE
M WRT 258, 20002 BHMWICEMUL 2T V2 BRERH L LEZ TV D
Z2 L ERTGOMHRTHEZETw 23 NIFRRITLOMAZ R ELREOMA L LRk wTdh
5 EV) ZLEBDN) AT, HBATZOMAZL VT3,
KENZZOBHFEOMF L BRI HE L bDOTIE AL, ZotoRWES, FibRTTL
FORVETEZRELNS, 2D LR L VA 2 TF L= 7 EENGL D The
Last Battle DIRHEDH I TELTw5, FAZ7OE, FlidzbidZ2oEKoH, AEET
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A7 VDBFEDOHIZEHWZEZ L o T, 7AYo, KEANEELNLTWL, ZL T,
ZITHODBRLBDIZ, SETCHALLPES LTI L=TE T2 CHICH- %
LI, FoEboRw, ZNTOTHBICHE L 3, -7,

And the sea in the mirror, or the valley in the mirror, were in one sense just the
same as the real ones: yet at the same time they were somehow different- deeper,
more wonderful, more like places in a story: . . . The new one was a deeper

country: every rock and flower and blade of grass looked as if it meant more.

(Last, 212-3)

WoOMBT AT VDEDEAREALE EoTn &, ZTITEFKEIZL, FilLvrr=7n
P CWT, —=2DBEOFILV=TE, ZOHDOFT V=T IDISITKELIENY, X hEK

HEObDICRZ LN =2 4 LTEIXFH (Last, 224-5), ZHUIEZT, LD 7 4+ —vH

il

9. — “Yes,” said Mr. Tumnus, “like an onion: except that as you continue to go in and
in, each circle is larger than the last.” (Last, 225) — Z L C., E HICHA, I S5ICERICEDLD
> T EBICHES T v A AL, BMEENZR b OZ2, X ) EEEZ L THiv 72, Hic,
REL > TRAICH R IMHHRZ, VA ARG EWODbDMH DD LARZZL, —
DEDRERLDE, HILADE XD ERILOMPIZ R 2 EFZEZ T I LT
2, ZDARA=CHEETLOIC, ANADPBERTEL LX) IChP DR T OEBOBRRDA S
N5, VA RZIKEZHEDOMBENTERINIRETH 2 EF X, LD EOME ISR X
N B M L B2 Ule, BN —M D N4 D3KRE, HIFk, 2 L T4 offEdriBkze
TEEm I E 2 2 DR LT, b A Ald—Jmam & 9 KE & HZ [Fl-—f LIcd 2 H7E L A&
BL, BRDARI T LTREDTH D,

6. i

HDOEROEFE VO IZAKN Y ~DEIHDA ¥ Ty 7 AL > Tw 2%, VA ADg
IR ZREZ 9 L Lcod, HBOEHoBICE N Tw a2EhDFEZiR T L
C& D EOBBANDERPHEHZEROA2 DI > T 0B I LICKAI»EING, i
ICEHANE R 2L 2ELTOREC. S. VA ZDFEZMED . SHUIEHIC X > THREZKT 2
BTz, vy EEDL S OFEITER LRy, ZHIVA 2D TEY) OFRkELTOA
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4 % 8 o 7z Surprised by Joy £\ ) FIED ¥ 4 P AT — A7 —ZADRE 154 v & —v
BiEhty OF TP OMOoNT VS I EnS bR, 2o X)) TEY) oFEKRIILA
A E > TIERICHE L D LD RIZ IO TEO 1B 2 Ml z TR D408,
EWPATE, 22T, 1R THEY) oLz RO, 20 g%, 2§ b
Bobiux, 2RI 2BHETHLEITEEEL. el LzR L%,

WA ZRE, Be Yy EROFALEPHROPICR R 2GW 2RI ELNEH, ZDFF
DEFRICABZ EARD S 5T % &9 BB RER 2 /5. HRZZ T TR
BABROEEZEZD L) ko, HIZIE, 7—RXT7 —ADHLFFICTIE, RO Hp
WAREETHLDFEDFERZEL 22366, HADEL ST ESbN L HOLEITIE
ERER SNV, LA ZARRE I Y EBPABOBEOME - XV A MLTAHARS N
2 NHEDFGRICHIL 2w EICFERZELC 2 X910k b, £/, EHEEB 82 L2
2OHMDREMTIREOBMZ S ERIEL 72 v A 2, RRKEM»SBRT2b0L
L CHEAZRDFISICIHENIEEO G2 W L TwI ) E$5, DI Lk, Surprised by
Joy DI TEPNT LSS, D THEMGEE ) ORI, 22Tz & 2o 7 H i~ Mol
Dy, ZOBDOX Y A PHADHL & o kD 6 BTt g, 2 ofEEoinohc,
e ndu ey ERE2EWE T 2G2S 200030 6 572, OB TILA ZIEHEDIC
LTRSS TEZ LT, 512 THANE->TL 2D %A Uy (Surprised by Joy,
73) EFEOTWD, JHUEEA, He XY A M TRLD, L BEETH B,

Dk iR, PHOMABICHEFBIL T XHIKE D, BT Y R FEHo A
25U 7%, 2L T, HE@WEMEDOTAEZBROANLICEB I 57201, 7LTY AL
BRY, AY 77— L THRZKAEL 72, Bid, B2 D3, ¥ Y 70 e A Al 6 8
HAEZ TR L D0H 5 Z L2\, PO MITHEL WM LW R ZRZED b D L&
Atz BRADBHZIC L o TIRTOEMMBMREY N INDE LB TE S B0, FHAIC
KT 2WEDEBHE» S, REETIAIHTE L Z ELMIEM L ZED 2 VEHR AR>S XY
A PBITHT 2R EFEL 72 DIC, ZDOARA—VEZRGICHRETEL L) R FELMHHL
7o DFED, WIIERD7 27V — - T A DORIEATEDLT I LT, FFEDORNICF Y
APEDFES>TRE) 7Y T4 —2HHEIR LD TH S, i TaME, Mt L 7
ETNELTT LI ANGEERBZ M- THEMFITRFE L TALIIRT I L2, 2
EZBTLA)—DRERDE, ZOXIINMA ADBMEMZBL TR LILNS I =F 2
7TOMFUT—RYMICRZ 228, BATRBERICELAD, FVRAMOAFEZEL W
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WA ZE, A& icfEdzim L <, BEZEEOREZ AE, ¥ X MBI OKRE 2 fiE
DO TIET, 20D, BIZEEZARTELZET T FICbrIPIiTL T
U ANGEBRPHRZ Ve, ¥ FEENZHIZT TR, BBRIICHEA, FED
MR, MoMRA2HEICDL2 D LK )ITR L, VA ZADFEL % F Y A FEOMIEHN LM
A TAET. ZD L BERIEEOMTH S, 2F D WA ADREZ LI BOMTH->
76 2%, BEOMETH, HSHF4Ur» ) AOFEZRb D ICH>7-DTHh 5,
WA Z DR AU MEEDSIE & 2 o F R MOHIE O L IERBBIEO D D Lo
bDTHD, BHFHELTH, BOMTRATTLEIMATHY, WFHOPTES
NTw3 I EPHEOMAT, ERIKRI 7D THD, Z LT, WA AR E ok
BOOMATHLH 2, KIILDF VT DB NI, TAT7 VT A7 VOEN
o M, zid ozfivTws, 2o M#Eh IV AL, izl THIZ ) &
L7 ORF b 2B L MO FEET 2 I IcH& 27 TEY) Thb, VAL REF, XV
A PBEHOMFIIN T 2 TEY, 0, Seiziud Eh, 2713 aLrnk
Blzfio T, EBICHEDIRDIFER KL S,
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