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Abstract :In this paper the word formation of four Sino-Japanese words is analyzed. It is
claimed that the internal structure of two Sino-Japanese lexical items are suppressed and that
the opaqueness of this relationship allows adjunction of the two Sino-Japanese lexical items to
bear a grammatical function different from original functions. Also brought to light is the fact
that pragmatic factors such as means-role and categorical classification guarantee the formation
of these four Sino-Japanese words. Finally, it is shown is that technical terms as nouns often
prove to be the starting point for part of speech transformation in which nouns increasingly be-

gin to function like verbs.
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