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Abstract: The aim of this paper is to analyze words which include [r]
and/or [1] sound in the initial position from acoustic viewpoint. Special
attention is paid to the interruption of listening comprehension in
Japanese learners. A resynthesis technique is implemented to identify
hearing impedence in Japanese learners. It is claimed that lexical level
accent patterns of the Japanese language suppress the acoustic clues
of the [r] and/or [1] sounds required for recognition. It is further suggested
that Japanese learners should be more careful about the articulation

of these sounds, particularly when in the initial positions.
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