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Abstract:

In this paper, Japanese-language four-Chinese-character verb expressions are analyzed with
strong focus on items comprising’ [ O O =self(Hstem” forms. The productivity of these word
formations indicate that* [0 O O =self[@ accounts for the verb form’s nounness irrespective of
its coreferentiality with either the subject NP or with the object NP. It is claimed that a
lexical-based explanation accounts for the behavior of those verb expressions better than the

argument-verb approach.
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1 0 He killed himself.
2 O They killed themselves.
3 0 The committee is so disorganized it will probably self-destruct before it can accomplish
anything.[0 Random House dictionary[]

4 01 killed him in self-defencel]d Random House dictionary[]



5 0 He self-insured the property.
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