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[Abstract]
Graduate school of the University of Kitakyushu
Ph.D.Program of Social System Studies
Souichi FUJIMOTO
[Study title]
A Study on Production and Distribution Mechanism for Fishery Products
by Small and Medium-sized Fishery Firms
(Small and Medium-sized Capital Fishery)
in Japan
by

Souichi Fujimoto

[Aim of this paper]

This paper aims to test the following hypothesis: two-step systems of public
distribution can operate efficiently in the fresh fishery products in Japan, so as to
provide with some theoretical frameworks of the distribution-mechanism for small

and medium-sized fishery firms.

[Abstract]
In this context, the impacts of Amendment of Wholesale Market Law in 1999 on the

consumers as well as the producers are to be examined, quantitatively. It should be
noted that consumer in this case, signifies the city dwellers. Therefore, a certain
amount of circulation units is always required from an economic viewpoint. In
addition, the most of the contemporary fishery firms in Japan consists of the
family-sized managing organization of 95%, and also the minor scale firms of about
5%. But, almost 70% of the total amounts of fishery products are brought about by the
latter firms so as to meet the urban demand. Judging from this fact, in this paper, we
stand on the basic viewpoint that such minor scale firms play important roles as the

core supplier of fresh fishery products and also such city dwellers play roles as the



main demander of fresh fishery products.

The fundamental functions of the wholesale market can be ascribable to offering
the chances of sales to the producers as well as offering the chances of purchasing for
the retailers. The origin of the fresh food distribution by the public system might be
ascribable to the 1impossibility of supply-prediction and the property of
perishable-commodities. If we take up the agricultural products, such as the fruits
and the vegetables, for example, the planning cultivation is possible, and hence, there
exists the wholesale market only for the consumers’ side (i.e., urban area). On the
other hand, wholesale markets for the fishery products are required not only for the
producers’ side but also for the consumers’ side, and hence we call them the “two-step
systems of public distribution.” It is the main reason that the fishery products are
heavily influenced by the weather conditions and also various kinds of fishery change
day by day. As a result, it is very difficult to predict the contents of the fishery supply.
Therefore, we should take notice to the adjustable function of the wholesale market
on the producer's side with the irregular state of supply. This function is the
distribution of fishery products’ cargo according to the use that is influenced by the
supply situation.

The wholesale market in the consumer’s side of one side should work the stable
supply of the fresh fishery products to the city dwellers. It was supposed that it got
the attainment by the duopoly state that makes the wholesaler of two companies
compete. The reason why we have the two competitive wholesalers might be
ascribable to the collecting fishery products from the producer’s side. One of these
competitive rules is the collection of the cargo by the consignment for treating
senders equally, and the other is the dealings by the open auction. The responsibility
of the wholesale markets in the consumers’ side is heavy for the efficient encashment

of the products and the stable supply of the fresh fishery goods.



But a part of the rule that had been the principle of these dealings was deregulated
by the law amendment in 1999. The amendment accepted the individual cross trading
to the dealings by the auction sale, and accepted not only the collection of the cargo
by the consignment but also the collection of the cargo by buying the fishery products.
We should verify severely the following question: “who got profits by this
deregulation?” It is because the cause of this amendment might be the utilitarian
corporate strategy of the large-scale retailer.

We can judge that the goods of individual cross trading without the dealings by the
open auction are not undergoing a severe quality examination. Especially, the
consumers depend getting food on the retail stores in actuality. Therefore, the
distribution that connects the production and the consumption should have the
responsibility in the quality of the goods to the consumers. Furthermore, the
collection of the cargo by buying the fishery products is the collection from the
specific sender of the producer’s side. Therefore, the price competition in the
wholesale market of the producer’s side is 1nactive, so the producers get the
disadvantage. The small and medium-sized fishery firms in Japan grieve for the low
fish price and the consumers grieve for the high fish price. The writer of this paper
considers that theoretical framework shown in this paper may well suggest some

important policy implications more in detail.
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