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ABSTRACT

Title : A Study of Multi-habitation in the Period of Decreasing Population

Graduate School of the University of Kitakyushu
PhD. Program in Social System Studies
2005D10014 TOSHIROU MASAOKA

Keyword : Multi-habitation, Deceasing Population, the Second House

The purpose of this paper is to examine the possibility of Multi-habitation
particularly in the period of decreasing population. From the policy-oriented viewpoint,
in this paper, the Multi-habitation is well regarded as the following life-style, such that
a city inhabitant usually lives in the home of the city on a weekday and also spends a
weekend in the second house of the local area out of the city.

As a matter of fact, the number of population in Japan has begun to decrease as a
peak by the year of 2006. In addition, it can be pointed out that the decreasing
population appears relatively earlier in local areas as compared with urban areas. As a
result, in these local areas, the social vitality has been significantly deteriorating over
time. The main reason why such local areas tend to lose the number of population
quickly might be ascribable to the fact that there are relatively few opportunities on
occupation and /or working place in such areas. On the other hand, we look at those
areas from the viewpoint of preserving natural environments and/or agriculture, etc.,
the role of the areas under study must be highly evaluated. Therefore, the author of

this paper examined very carefully, so as to get some clues to vitalize those areas.

It should be noted that a senior or aged citizen, who does not need the
employment, usually intends to emigrate. However, it is not always realized on a large
scale. According to many investigations so far, about 30% of city inhabitants surely
expect to lead their lives even in the local and/or rural areas. This is partly because of
the fact that there is a great admiration for them to lead their lives surrounded with
beautiful nature.

But, the senior or/aged citizen still have convinced for the easy way of urban life
so far. Specifically, they tend to feel uneasy, if they part with the accustomed urban way
of life. Therefore, the author of this paper, strongly insists the necessity of changing
their way of thinking. In order to do so, one way to change is to think of a lifestyle, such
that one usually works in a city and sometimes spends a weekend or so even in a local
area. It is quite plausible for many city inhabitants to do so, if they think of this kind of

lifestyle more specifically. As a result, Multi-habitation can well be effective so as to



vitalize even the local areas.

Furthermore, this kind of lifestyle will surely bring about various economic
effects for the inhabitants of the local areas, in the sense that the number of population
of the part-time workers may increase over time. For example, some more
employments for such industries as "Construction, Management, Repairs, etc." might
be brought about by the newly built-houses in the local areas.

In addition, very much close association with the farmers becomes popular,
because of the fact that urban inhabitants tend to work as temporally farmers, etc. And,
hence, a social channel to the city inhabitants becomes to be reinforced. In addition, it
should be noted that the financing by the local government has many costs for medical
care, etc., if it 1s the ultimate emigration of the senior/or aged citizen. However, the cost
is hardly necessary, if it is the case of above-stated Multi-habitation, which has been
suggested in this paper. A practitioner of Multi-habitation , for example, can well take
care of health service even in a city.

But, it should be noted that it always incurs the heavy economic burden for urban
inhabitants to have two houses, and also to make a round trip between two different
houses frequently. In this sense, Multi-habitation seems to be very much restricted
for small practices so far. The (central as well as local) governments are now gradually
considering the feasible measures for wurban inhabitants to practice new
Multi-habitation.

In this context, at least two feasible measures can be pointed out for this aim. The
first one is to reduce the expenses to spend on acquisition and also maintenance of the
second house. The second one is to reduce the expenses to spend on trip or movement.
Therefore, if those two measures are well implemented, then, the practitioners of this
type of Multi-habitation will surely increase in number from now on.

Remind of the fact that the number of population has been decreasing over time.
But, as for the former, there are many unoccupied houses in the local areas. Hence,
with relatively low cost, we will be able to live in such unoccupied houses, so long as we
can utilize them effectively. As for the latter, the reduced fare due to introducing an
ETC (Electronic Toll Collection) system for highways in Japan can be readily assumed.
Imagine the situations after this system has been actually adopted in Japan. It may
become a model case so as to make up for falling local vitality due to the decreasing
number of population in Japan.

So much for this is the background for the intensive and consistent studies of
Multi-habitation in this paper. For further reference, each theme as well as respective
summary of this paper are to be explained as follows:

Chapter 1 refers to the history and also the present conditions of Multi-habitation.
In Chapter 2, the surveys of existing questionnaires are introduced and the
consciousness of applicants and practitioners of Multi-habitation are compared and

very carefully examined one by one. In Chapter 3, the way of thinking of



Multi-habitation by the local governments of acceptance areas are introduced and
examined thoroughly.

Chapter 4 implements some model analyses, which take account of the whole
series, from the starting point to the ultimate end on Multi-habitation. Chapter 5
refers to the impact studies on Multi-habitation, which gives various impacts to the
acceptance areas. Chapter 6 states explicitly the remaining matters and/or subjects,
when we consider the policy-oriented study on Multi-habitation more in detail.

Chapter 7 refers to some important problems of the socond house in particular so
as to promote Multi-habitation. Chapter 8 also refers to another important problems of
travel or movement expenses in particular so as to promote Multi-habitation. Finally,
Chapter 9 states some more policy implications on how to realize the new way of
Multi-habitation on a large scale in the future, with some concluding remarks.
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