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Abstract:

In an analysis of articles published in Japan’s major national newspapers (Asahi, Mainichi
and Yomiuri) in the last decade, this paper analyses the framing used in the articles regarding
Japan becoming a signatory to the Hague Conwvention on the Civil Aspects of International Child
Abduction (the Hague Convention). Japan has come under strong international pressure to
become a signatory to the Hague Convention due to the increase in the number of Japanese
nationals who have removed their children to Japan after the breakdown of a cross-national
marriage. While the Japanese government has announced its intention to join the Hague
Convention in the near future, there are arguments that for the Convention to be effective,
Japanese family law must be comprehensively reformed. Some argue that the Convention
would assist Japanese parents whose children were removed to another country by an ex-
spouse. Others say that in order to protect those who have returned to Japan as a result of
domestic violence, more discussion about the Convention is necessary. Meanwhile, legal
specialists make arguments about the need to consider the interest of abducted children first.
Taking these perspectives into account, this article reveals four frameworks that provide
readers with particular ways of understanding of this issue. It also demonstrates the structure

of cross-referencing among these four frames.
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