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A box of fruit now arrived from Ben no Kimi. On
the lid were laid some sprays of maple-leaf and
creeper and deftly hidden among them was a strip
of paper with a message of some kind roughly
scribbled upon it. The full moon was shining straight
on to the box, and Kaoru noticed Ben's note at once.

He was feeling very hungry, and while spreading

out the paper with one hand, he stretched with the

other towards the contents of the box.
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