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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the Sakuzo Yoshino’s theory on China, focusing
particularly on the Shan Dong issue, including the ErShiYiTiaoYaoQiu, the ZhengliaTun
case, and the WuSiYunDong and JiNan incidents, through the comparison among the
Japanese government’s responses, the Japanese newspaper coverage, and his
thoughts about these cases. In addition, taking into account the historical
background of the China-Japan relationship during this era, Yoshino’s perspectives on

these cases as well as toward China are examined and discussed.

This thesis consists of the following five chapters. The first chapter, entitled
“Sakuzo Yoshino and The ErShiYiTiaoYaoQiu”, illustrates the historical background of
the twenty one requests with the discussions on the influence to the Yoshino’s thought
from the Japanese thinkers at that time and on the negotiation process of the twenty
one requests. While the Yoshino’s criticism was that this negotiation process appears
too aggressive, his mindset was considered as a typical imperialist, very similar to the

Japanese government at that time.

In the second chapter, the Yoshino’s theory on the ZhengJliaTun case is examined.
First, the ZhengJiaTun case and Yoshino’s remarks on this case are reviewed and
considered. Moreover, the Japanese media coverage on this case and two Yoshino’s
articles on this case are evaluated. According to these evidences, it was found that
Yoshino’s support of the Japanese government’s standpoint and its imperialism had

reached a peak with this ZhengJiaTun case.

Chapter 3 explores the Yoshino’s attitude toward the WuSiYunDong incident. The
investigation is extended to survey the relationship between this incident and the 1919
Paris Peace Conference, the Japanese media coverage of this incident, the connection
among Yoshino, LiMingHui, and China, and the link between Yoshino and

MeiZhouPinglLun, a Chinese magazine.



The fourth chapter discusses the JiNan incident and its relationship with Yoshino.
The background of the JiNan incident is summarized along with the two-time
Shandong troop dispatches to reveal the different views between China and Japan.
The responses of the Japanese media to this incident are analyzed, and Yoshino’s

opinions on this incident are evaluated.

The evaluations of Yoshino’s thoughts from the Chinese point of view and of his

influences to China are deliberated in the final chapter.

The thesis includes an appendix that lists Yoshino’s affairs to China over his lifetime.
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