TR 8T BEIZONT

— [Ewfls] (CB T2+ "BEGEPD AL —

201943 H

ALTUNTISER At o A 7 SFSER

HiE CHI) SRR

B IR



2z &

ERFPEBEGEFZLICBNTETE#TOARW A THY . RO [Fafi] (375 E4E
ERRTDT2ODOME—F VO FABMEITH D, 86 WEE T [l (21X, 1150 O A3
By EFonTnay, BEELCHAOESLAY (MW, W), T8, (8],
M3e). TR, TR TG, TRIXE], TRARE], Ea), TH¥7) 25k LEbDF
BORICH £, oW T, +HMELZSKLI-DIF 1399 [H1 & %<, EMmicHfinn TA
Wi xxofEEo TRBORAL) 22 LTS, £/, EHICELNEZ TEEORIL X
ZOEEHEO TR ZBLTWS, TE, EREFH+FEEZWRUELE, Ak THE &
O THEAERHL) 2L L 5 L BoTWEDh, Kimsid, FEERONT]) - TWEEOEM )
DT —=Z I EDSN T, ZORMBE ORI %2R 7,

ACITEH6 EN DML TV D, BEOERNFIIUTICE LD D,

1T, ERICET AT 2 00 Lz 9 2 AFED HIWR O FiE &R LT,
FATHRZEICERA SN CnW 2 TRBFMH) OFETIEROMMEEBNICHEARD Z R T
EHD0, FATHHER#ES N TV L DRI EFRBBEDOT NTRON, LW o RATHEDE
BB, S, AR TR, X0 [ 28IcmaET 20 Tidz<, M) cER s
T [FEgE] RUOGELNLTWD WEE] 2 FHhvicL T, hbo IFEE0Ssm] (+
TEHEOZNTENOLEIOHBAEE) KO (REoRER ) (TR - T X4 - [FHar) - [E#
f) e ATEY) « TREAR ) - THJK) - THEF] - TBAG) - TDhiE). BF 10 FBED) & #EH - 2+ %
LT, [MfE] ICBEL LT —FLZLBEONTWDLH+AD AW 2oL, +=
BED [ AWg) s h i ExROBEEH#HR - o252 LI LT,

Bo2ETIE, FBREICHETAREBRICHONT, [iwfr)] Aato k% o8 Lz, + 8 F
IZoWT, b BESEH LI [WE] Thy, Kbl Lok [HE] Td
D, T UEBEALA (W, W, WE, 2 ) LhWmoEs (B, &, k5. B
FARTE. AL ALT) E0d 2T TN LR, O MR, TR, [Ha).
Mg, 78, THEAER) ICkWnW T, IHMo TAmg) TEELTWwa R, THEK), TE
F=, TEIG), TofE) e W T, HEHZ X o TRARSTWDE Z ERhoTz, @A LIS
DEAND S B, FEANMO =T (K&, FXE, BMRT) X MR [RKa), [Ha 1
BWT, ML THDHA, TEHIKI, NEm, 78, THE], [Bds), TRE knwTth
FNRL D, ZoiEhn, @ [Fal] Uaio CEkiciE, 2o+ B ELZFE UMEA TEO N


https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E5%9A%B3
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E5%9A%B3

TWiemole, IR, HALILFIZZzoflanbon Tzl Lnbhrol,

BIETIE, [FEREONAM] EWHEEND, [ifls] I+ B EE2S KL TH% &
Meafs) I+ "B EE2SELE REB O] 2OV T, Bt R OO 21T, T OMER,
Sk UEREOIAE (Z8IE) (T, B, 2, &, RE, XE, BN, kg, ®5H, W
B.OME, RETHY . WA EOIEE (ZHE) (T, . . RE CE &, HA,
WA, K. B, HE, BETOLLIZENDbholt, S6IL, A\ME—FELZEALE
AL OO R Z o L72fE R, OFEFRIT [ RGEBG) 2B LT, +ZAZ[E— O~
HTCEEDLE IRl B brole, £lo, Qo EANRESAL L TEIPNAL TV
ERbhols, ZTORFIZ, BHORELRmE OR&REFKH L B ARER2IZ—H LT
DN, TOEARTFATOERBK THLZ LR TE D, BT HIC, Ll
oW, F, i e Ui M) DT8R HF L& T, [infl] 12138 B & OYE L
BORROLE, RE, HALILFICESEB L,

BAamTIE, WREOEM) LS HEALD, Talr] (2B 2+ ZBERIT OV TN
EiTolc, TOREK, O+ AWGgE MRSy, TEIR), Dddr ), T8, TEHR). THhHE)
D 6T NT, Tl LIRTOSCHR & AR —H LT a2y, THE) THRMA) TX
frl, [HFa] O4FAIBNT, BRroTWnhrZtnbnol, &bic, @ Mimfl) 121X
(&) EWOHE-REROWGERBN, 20 (550 »o+Z Ao TE A G035~
Wiz, 552, M) <, EEA+ANC T8EFE) L LcHEoyns b1, T8
£ EREMEL S E T,

BHEETIE, + A0 THE ] bl ERo EE] oW THthhziT-7, LA
TofREEzH N TE, ORI 2880 BE] X MES%) & TEES)
EWVD 2ODRMITT BTN, ZOKIT, Zo2EEORMNS TFEML] Sh, i
F oo FRRIZHI NS KO IZRoTey, ERUCK LT, ExRo MHEEE] Bizix NHEHE
Fy-THHEBEE) - TEGIEFE] L0WH 3 XA TRHY, ML WE] ThoThH, [EFHEE
) (JAXELATT) 1T MEmBEE] JARELKYE) L EThs, OQFERIFT, ENLET
D TEAN] ZOWTOBEBEZMHA LA S, Tk 8ud TsaEk) &vwo THEAE]
DEIZBWT, MEF] wmERBESEE, &b, OAN “EF%") —BA CH+AE)
—BAN (“HAmmRMmT) v TEE#G] 2@ LT,

FORETIE, ER MBER) OBMBWEBIONWTTRSTHDL I LIT L, ZOME

ymy


https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E5%9A%B3
https://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E5%9A%B3

L TEEEGRR ) O BMEREET TRBL K] ThY ., ZoBBHEZ IFE#R] TooHZ
EEHOLMI LT, £, RO TREGR] (T D Thrtkib) & THRAL]) 1360 T
flEw] ORI E 720 | BT KRS REEL 5 2, %IC TBHROHEEM ) L2k L,
Rk Lo THUER ] 23R Lo, BHtOBURHIEICB W T, B EiHR] o Biifks LT, Tl
B ANE] & T T E =) BEA LT,

AWFEDOERITIUTDO 2 R THL OERDBBARRICBITLEHEERBEDO 1L HE LT,
MGG (TREEMER])) 2R A Lz, QERMEICR T 2B B A, File 2 585k
E LT, TREREDO DA - THREOEA | 12OV TOT — X 3Hc k- T, AR TEAERL

KOZo TEEMRI) 23RS 28R 2HRD LW OMRTIEERE LI,



Wang Chong's Concept of Sage King: A Study Based on the Images of Twelve Sage
Kings in On Balance (Lun Heng)

Abstract:

On Balance (Lun Heng) is the only existing work of Wang Chong, a Chinese
thinker in Han Dynasty and is an important representative in the history of ancient
Chinese thoughts.

So far, for the studies on Wang Chong, the method of "textual reading and
interpretation™ is mainly used. And in the interpretation of thought, discussions are
made mainly centering on Wang Chong’s "Materialistic View of Nature"”, "Objective
Destiny”, "Qi Monism", "Fatalism”, "No Ghosts Theory"”, "Disillusionment” and
"Rationalism”. But are these discussions really all about Wang Chong’s thoughts? Are
there other effective research methods besides "textual interpretation™? These are the
problems left by the previous studies.

In On Balance, there are 85 chapters altogether and 1150 people involved,
among which Wang Chong particularly praised 12(Yellow Emperor, Zhuanxu,
Emperor Ku, Yao, Shun, Gaoyao, Yu, Cheng Tang, King Wen of Zhou, King Wu of
Zhou, Zhou Gong, Confucius). These 12 people are mentioned 1399 times in total in
80 chapters. If the characters described in the work are the basis for the author's
discussions of ideas, the basis of these ideas can reflect the author's thought. Then,
when Wang Chong talked about these twelve people, what kind of topics did he try to
demonstrate and what kind of ideas did he try to convey? This study attempts to
answer these questions with reasonable grounds.

To this end, the study first uses the methods of keywords and story types analysis
to analyze the images of these twelve people in On Balance, and finds Wang Chong's
thought from these characters. In the accounts of the twelve people before On Balance,
the earliest appeared in Shangshu, and the most comprehensive accounts are in
Historical Records. We mainly compare these two materials and analyze the images
of these twelve characters described in different historical materials. We find another
side of the thought that has been neglected - Wang Chong's Concept of Sage King
besides his "Materialism Theory", "Destiny Theory", "Qi Theory", "Songhan Theory",
"Rationalism", "Ghost-demon Theory", "Criticism", and "the Law of Contradiction.

Wang Chong's Concept of Sage King has the following characteristics: First, the
sage kings are divided into three kinds - "the sage kings of morality”, "the sage kings
of merit", and "the sage kings of revolution”. The former which is centered on virtue
is much more superior to the latter two. In brief, Wang Chong's Concept of Sage King
is the most perfect embodiment of Confucian political ideals. Secondly, Wang
Chong's Concept of Sage King not only inherits the ideas of the predecessors, but also
advocates ‘“‘de-deification” or “de-religion” and further develops the ideas of
predecessors. Even afterwards, the Concept of Sage Evolution was deduced from the
stages of human (having the mind bent on learning), man of virtue (At forty, one has
no more doubts) and sage (At fifty, one knows the will of Heaven). Third, on the
condition of becoming a sage, Wang Chong's Concept of Sage King is completely



different from the predecessor's idea of "being entrusted by Heaven". He thinks that it
is determined by the innate Qi at birth.

The Concept of Sage King is one of the most important concepts in Wang
Chong's ideology, which is closely related to his Confucian political ideals. The
ideological foundation of "Sage-king Concept” is the "Objective Destiny"”, and its
ideological (dialectical) method is “"the Law of Contradiction”. The Concept of Sage
King also has considerable influence on later generations. In philosophy, its
"de-deification” develops into "Politically Critical Spirits”. And the "Sage kings'
Pedigree" is inherited by "Original Taoism™. Moreover, in political system, it develops
into "Nine-rank System".

The main results of this study are: First, we find an important concept in Wang
Chong's ideology - "the Concept of Sage King" (de-sacred evolution of the sage
kings). Second, we propose a new perspective and a new research method - analysis
based on the data of "language distribution™ and "story types", to discover Wang
Chong’s thoughts and ideological basis.

The study takes twelve people as the key words, and discovers "the Concept of
Sage King", relying on the "character images" of these twelve people described by
Wang Chong. Then, how does the Concept of Sage King reflect in other “"character
images™ (such as the 72 disciples of Confucius, Laozi and Zhuangzi's Taoists)? Is the
idea of "Sage King" in the different "characters"” still unchanged? This may be the
question that has to be considered when we explore Wang Chong's Concept of Sage
King. This is also the subject of our further study.
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