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To assist a child with difficulties in attachment formulation make a stable
attachment with their parents
Sawako Ikeda (Higashi Tukushi Junior College),
Hiroyuki Kusunoki (University of Kitakyushu)

These days, there are more children who may have developmental problem, and have difficulty
in communication that children with normal development should be able to do. As observing
relationships between such children and their caregivers, in many cases communications between
them are not going well. For example, child-parent relationships between children and caregivers are
little or too much, or caregivers express distinctively aggressive or negative attitude to their children.
As one of the causes, it seems there are issues in the formation of attachment during infants.

In this study, two hypotheses were built up. To begin with, to assist a child with difficulties in
attachment formulation makes a stable alternative attachment with a specific nursery stuff at first, then
several stuffs, that could help the child’s development. At the same time, relationship between the child
and the caregiver could be supported through the alternative attachment with nursery stuffs, and the
support could be effective in formulation or restoration of the child-parent attachment, too.

To verify the hypotheses, it was examined how effective working on supports for children’s
development and supports for caregivers were, through participant observation in nursery practice.
Moreover, ways of developmental supports based on alternative attachments with nursery stuffs and
supports for making stable attachments with parents through the alternative ones are considered, and

further question is raised.

Keywords: attachment style, alternative attachment, internal working model, caregiver support
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