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A Comparative Study of the Prohibition of Killing of
Buddhist Cultures in China and Japan before the 10th

Century

Abstract

The life-killing prohibition is a Buddhist precept and an important point
for Buddhist culture. It is not only an important moral standard of
Buddhism but also a modern Buddhist living principle. This thesis will
discuss the history of Buddhist life-killing prohibition between China and
Japan during the period of the introduction from East Asia to the 10th
century, therefore making a comparative study of the Buddhist culture
between China and Japan.

The scope of the study dates back to the 10th century, when is the Tang
Dynasty death. After the death of the Tang Dynasty, society had been
constantly at war because to the Song Dynasty always combated to unify
China. Meanwhile, the Japanese society is in the middle of peace and they
terminated their envoys to China, so the Japanese monks opened the
process to China to learn Buddhist culture at private expense. That means
the international cultural exchanges was cut off between China and Japan
until the death of Tang Dynasty. However there has been a large-scale

transformation in the nature of Chinese Buddhism from the Song Dynasty,



and the society emerged combination of Zen and Pure Land Teachings as
the mainstream meaning ideology. Under the influence of Zen culture,
monastic rules began to replace the Buddhist precepts of India to regulate
the daily life of monks. In the Japanese society,there was a tendency of
Buddhism to despise the precepts after the 10th century, the national
Buddhist system began to ease, and the development environment of
Buddhism changed accordingly. Therefore, the author will analyze the
Buddhist life-killing prohibition around the 10th century.

This thesis will analyze the similarities and differences of The Buddhist
culture about prohibition type, method and purpose between of China and
Japan, which is based on the collection of historical data, such as the life-
killing prohibition and more in-depth prohibition of meat-eating.

The chapter contents of this thesis as follow:

First chapter arranges the advance researches about life-killing
prohibition. On this basis, this thesis will expound the research method and
purpose and then point out the problems that have not been solved yet, such
as, most of the research is conducted from the perspective of Buddhist
teachings and precepts, especially in the study of the life-killing prohibition,
but there is little research and analysis on the relationship between
Confucianism, Taoism and social system.

Second chapter studies the life killing in traditional religious culture

before Buddhism was introduced into China. Especially with the center of



Confucianism and Taoist thought to point out China’s thought of life-
killing prohibition is the definitive ideology and culture before Buddhism
came. The definition refers to a temporary prohibition of behavior for
species of sacrifice according to certain seasons. At that time, Chinese life-
killing behavior was formed on the basis of the moral concept of
benevolence in Confucianism. Meanwhile, this chapter studies the animals
as sacrifices in Taoist culture and three priorities history record of life-
killing, meat prohibition and release after Buddhism came, analyze the
influence between the five commandments of Buddhism, the five
commandments of six fasts and the three long fasts. All the study will base
on the historical data and according to the prohibition in type, way and
purpose as the core analysis.

Third chapter studies the viewpoint of the history of Buddhist thought
and social system which is based on Japan’s life-killing, meat prohibition,
and the release of the temple in the Eight-Year Palace after Buddhism
spread to Japan. Meanwhile this chapter will study the political and social
system which is based on no killing precepts, full precepts, and absorption
of Mahayana precepts. The analysis points are also according to the
prohibition in type, way and purpose.

Fourth chapter compare to discuss the purpose and methods and
influences of life-killing prohibition in Buddhist culture between China

and Japan. Before the Buddhism came, Chinese life-killing prohibition is



a behavior prayer for agricultural production, but which is not at all in
Japan. When the Buddhism introduced to Japan, the behavior of life-killing
prohibition and release was prevalent, which is influenced by
Buddhist texts, such as, Buddhist commandment, "King of the Golden
Light", "Van Gogh" and so on. It’s a matter of courses that killing was
forbidden in the temple, even countries often enact laws forbidding the
killing of living things.

In China there is a lot of private release, but that is very little in Japan.
This phenomenon can be said that the result of a change in
Chinese folkloric fasting against killing. However it was developed on the
basis of the system of life-killing prohibition and law in Japan. From the
viewpoint of purpose, there are many cases of killing in order to pray for
rain on both two countries. In China, life-killing is forbidden on the
emperor’s birthday which is the main feature of new life-killing prohibition
policy. However, it will kill living things when there happens something
like the disease, the ghost, and the natural disaster, which is the main

feature of life-killing prohibition in Japan.
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