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A Study on “Research Institute of Sino-Japanese Trade”

Akifumi Kimura

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to conduct a historical research focused on the educational aspect of

The Research Institute of Sino-Japanese Trade, founded in Shanghai, 1890 by Sei Arao.

The Research Institute of Sino-Japanese Trade is often discussed as a precursor of Toa Dobun
Shoin College. The institute's history was only recorded as the part of Toa Dobun Shoin College
and institute's own history was never published independently. Today's understanding of the
overview of The Research Institute of Sino-Japanese Trade's history is heavily relied on the record
described after Toa Dobun Shoin College was established. Therefore, the institute was often taken
to be a part of Toa Dobun Shoin College, and only little importance was attached to the
independent study of the institute's history. For example, though there were multiple “School

History” existed, the contradictions between them has been ignored.

The study of The Research Institute of Sino-Japanese Trade has been making a steady progress.
Consequently, there are many studies based on the primary sources such as the diaries and
documents of people who belonged or related to The Research Institute of Sino-Japanese Trade.
Since such sources tends to be biased and only cover the part of “School History,” the sources
should be interpreted by setting the overview of “School History as the standard. In other words,
the value of the study based on the primary sources should be defined as the overview of history.
In order to make such study of the primary sources meaningful and develop further studies, it is
necessary to determine the known documents and sources of “School History” critically, and

correct the misinformation within those.

This study stressed and focused on the basic study, which has been often neglected in the previous
studies, with the awareness of issues stated above. The study shed the light on the sources on the
same era, such as the documents published by The Research Institute of Sino-Japanese Trade and
its parent body, Sino-Japanese Trading & Co., and newspaper reports. This study places an
importance to eliminate an embellishment of the later years by comparing such sources with the
descriptions of the diary and “School History” published in the later year. It did not take the
approach to study the history of specific historical figure, which has been developed further in the

recent studies.



The chapters of the study are following;

Introduction

Chapter 1 The Conception of The Research Institute of Sino-Japanese Trade in The Foundation
Period.

Chapter 2 The Education of Sino-Japanese Trading & Co., For The Prospective Enrollees Prior to
The Enrollment.

Chapter 3 The Trend of Students of The First Year of The Establishment in The Research Institute
of Sino-Japanese Trade.

Chapter 4 The Alterations of The Subjects in The Research Institute of Sino-Japanese Trade
Chapter 5 Analysis of The Educations in The Research Institute of Sino-Japanese Trade From
“The Textbooks”

Final Chapter

From the discussion and examination of above, the study was able to eliminate the embellishments

of the later years and revealed the historical fact that has never been discussed previously.

However, the method adopted in the study is limited as it can be adopted only if the sources and
documents were corresponded with “School History”. As a result, the study could not be entirely
comprehensive as expected. Nevertheless, the study was able to cover the period up until the
withdrawal of students, which “School History” considered as the beginning of “The Reform”,
also known as “The Great Reform”, and make the contribution to the future research of The

Research Institute of Sino-Japanese Trade.

The study suggests the conception of The Research Institute of Sino-Japanese Trade during the
foundation period can be considered as the private educational institution on the premise of the
existence of Sino-Japanese Trading & Co. Further studies are required to determine how the

educational conception has changed and conducted through “The Reform” and other events.
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